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Development Is Not Daydreaming: Think Singapore (Read Manipur) As Real

CM launches Chief Minister’s Menstrual
Hygiene Scheme and Chief Minister

Mitki Layeng and inaugurates Cow Mela

Re-exam for Mathematics of
the pre-board exam will be

held on Dec 19 due to leakage
of question papers

District Hill Leaders Day and Meeyamgi Numit held

Chief Minister launches
Alternative Farming System for

Tribal Jhumias and Poppy Planters
IT News
Imphal, Dec 15:

Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh launched the Chief
Minister’s Menstrual Hygiene
Scheme (CMMHS) today at
Wangkhei High School,
Imphal East. He also launched
the Chief Minister Mitki
Layeng (CMML) Scheme and
Mobile Ophthalmic Bus.

The programme was
organised by the Directorate
of Health Services and State
Health Society, National
Health Mission, Manipur. The
programme also included In-
tegration of CMML and Na-
tional Tuberculosis Elimina-
tion Program (NTEP) with
Chief Minister’s Health for All.

Speaking on the occasion,
N. Biren Singh maintained that
the State Government is giv-
ing priority to health and edu-
cation sector and as such, vari-
ous schemes have been taken
up for the development of the
sectors. He continued that
education and awareness on
menstrual cycle is very impor-
tant for women and taking care

of it helps in healthy develop-
ment and growth of adolescent
girls.

Stating that the world is
changing fast, the Chief Min-
ister stated that we need to be
transparent and not to feel shy
in expressing about the men-
strual cycle. He added that not
only the medical staff, but also
teachers also have an impor-
tant role in educating girl stu-
dents on menstrual cycle. He
also mentioned that the State
Government would try to
cover all the Schools of the

State with CMMHS soon.
N. Biren Singh further

maintained that his govern-
ment always fulfils their com-
mitment towards the public
adding that the Wangkhei
High School had been up-
graded to Higher Secondary
School as announced earlier.
He continued that the State
Government had sent pro-
posal to upgrade the infra-
structure of 275 High Schools
and 35 Higher Secondary
schools under Prime
Minister’s development initia-

tive for North East region
(PM-DevINE).

The Chief Minister appre-
ciated health staff and ASHAs
of the State for the selfless
service rendered during the
COVID-19 Pandemic, with
which the State had overcome
the pandemic. He also gave
credit to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the
achievements of the State stat-
ing that all the initiatives had
been taken up under the guid-
ance of the Prime Minister.

IT News
Imphal, Dec 15:

Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh launched the Alterna-
tive Farming System for Tribal
Jhumias/Poppy Planters in
Churachandpur, Pherzawl,
Noney, Tamenglong, Senapati,
Kangpokpi, Ukhrul, Kamjong,
Tengnoupal and Chandel Dis-
trict of Manipur at the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat today. He
also distributed Rabi Crops
seeds nursery items and tools
and equipment to 17 registered
farmers societies from Senapati,
Kangpokpi, Churachandpur,
Kamjong, Ukhrul, Chandel,
Tengnoupal, Tamenglong and
Noney.

The programme was
organised by Eastern Border
Areas Development Authority
(EBADA), Government of
Manipur under the funding
North Eastern Council (NEC)
Shilong, Government of India.

Speaking on the occasion,
N. Biren raised concern on the
impact of global warming add-
ing that the State’s weather
pattern has changed. He cited

large scale deforestation and
setting up of big industries as
reason for change in climate
and sprung of new diseases.
He continued that human
have now become selfish,
thinking only for ourselves
and no concern for our future
generations.

Mentioning the theme of
India’s G20 Presidency “One
Earth One Family One Fu-
ture”, he stated that India has
taken up various measures to
conserve the nature and the
environment. It is time for us
to think of our future genera-
tion, he added.

The Chief Minister contin-
ued that the items which was
distributed today might have
less monetary value, however,
it has much value considering
its importance. He spoke on
the importance of carrying out
terrace cultivation instead of
Jhum cultivation with techni-
cal support. He also informed
that the State Government has
started providing alternative
crops for poppy planters add-
ing that the State Government
is aiming to achieve Green

Manipur.
He expressed happiness to

see that many societies had
come up for Alternative Farm-
ing System in hill areas adding
that it is the beginning for de-
velopment of horticulture prod-
ucts and enhance the livelihood
of the people of hill areas.

He appealed to the Farmers
Society to carry plantation of
crops systematically so that to
get better yield and contribute
to the development of
economy. He assured that the
State Government would pro-
vide necessary support to the
society.

Stating on the importance
of preserving the Loktak Lake,
N. Biren Singh informed that a
team of Asian Development
Bank is in the State and they
are doing research on how to
preserve the lake. He further
cautioned that some NGOs
operating under the foreign
fundings are trying to disturb
development works taking
place in the state and added
that the Government would
not spare them.

IT News
Noney/Jiribam, Dec 15:

District Administration of
Jiribam and Noney today orga-
nized the District Hill Leaders’
Day and Meeyamgi Numit
(People’s Day) at Jiribam Dis-
trict at DC Complex, Chingdong
Leikai, Jiribam and at the Mul-
tipurpose Hall ,Longmai
III,Noney district.

At Jiribam, Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Jiribam
Jameson Hangshing, MCS,
SDPO Jiribam, T. Inaobi Singh,
MPS, Ngasepam Kiran Kumar
Singh, DGM, MSPDCL, . M.
Devananda Singh, SDC,
Borobekra and other district
level officers of various depart-
ment attended the event.

At the occasion, DC
Noney, Joseph Pauline
Kamson also distributed mate-
rials to the staff of Education

Department.
Covid vaccination stalls

and one-stop centre were also
opened keeping in view the
medical needs of the people.

SDOs, DLOs, ZEO, DFO,
CMO, DSO and other related
officials took part in the func-
tion at Noney district.

Altogether 19 departments
which includes Health, Social
Welfare, Fishery, Horticulture

and Soil Conservation, Agri-
culture, Sericulture, MSPDCL,
PWD, CAF & PD and Veteri-
nary and Animal Husbandry
opened their stalls for deliver-
ing public services and public
grievances during the day.

Some of the services pro-
vided during the event in-
cludes distribution of 24 nos.
of Sprinkler Pump Sets under
PMKSY Scheme and 7 nos. of

Ultra Violet Films to the se-
lected beneficiaries. The de-
partment of Agriculture veri-
fied farmers for PM-KISAN
beneficiaries. On the other
hand, Health Department is-
sued CMHT card to 1 benefi-
ciary and 6 nos. of fresh forms
of the same were also issued.

As many as 121 applica-
tions of various issues pertain-
ing to issuance of OBC certifi-
cates, Income Certificates, Do-
micile Certificates and land
records etc., were also received
for further necessary action.

Authorities of both the dis-
trict administration heard the
grievances of the people one
by one and instructed the con-
cerned department officials to
redress their grievance.

Unlike other months, pub-
lic turnout was comparatively
high in today’s Meeyamgi
Numit.

By: Amar Yumnam
Imphal, Dec 15:

It was in 1887 that
Woodrow Wilson clearly ex-
plained the purpose of study-
ing administration as “first,
what the government can prop-
erly and successfully do, and,
secondly, how it can do these
proper things with the utmost
possible efficiency and at the
least possible cost either - of
money or of energy.’’ In con-
temporary times and with the
rise in the width and depth of
the role of government in cre-
ating and sustaining a satisfac-
tory level of life for the com-
mon people, the study of the
character and efficiency of
government has multiplied
across social science disci-
plines; in fact, Governance In-

dex is a very popular yardstick
of concern. As late as the early
1980s, the character and the
efficiency of governments were
matters of deep concern; in
1983 Good sell wrote in his The
Case for Bureaucracy: A Pub-
lic Administration Polemic
thus: “Bureaucracy, then, is de-
spised and disparaged. It is at-
tacked in the press, popular
magazines, and best sellers. It
is denounced by the political
right and left. It is assaulted by
moulders of culture and profes-
sors of academia. It is castigated
by economists, sociologists,
policy analysts, political scien-
tists, organization theorists, and
social psychologists. It is
charged with a wide array of
crimes, which we have grouped
under failure to perform; abuse
of political power; and repres-

sion of employees, clients, and
people in general. In short, bu-
reaucracy stands as a splendid
hate object.” But this global
perspective underwent a sig-
nificant transformation on the
basis of the Singapore experi-
ence. In 2005 David Heenan
announced in his book titled
Flight Capital: The Alarming
Exodus of America’s Best and
Brightest that “Modern
Singapore, home to 4.3 million
people, is a model of efficiency.
It is envied for its prosperity,
cleanliness, social order, great
shopping, and world-class din-
ing. Asia’s Mr Clean is the kind
of place anyone would want to
live in – in other words, a home
to the world . . . Rules are pre-
dictable, and government offi-
cials are helpful, if somewhat
officious. Simply stated,

Singapore works.” The world
realised that, with efficient ad-
ministration and consequent
good governance, things can
be achieved. Well, this is not an
explanation of the scenario pre-
vailing in Manipur.

Besides these, the internal
and the external dynamics of
the Singapore economy are
much different from those of
Manipur. I can assert with
surety that, if the present cir-
cumstances of economy and
society continue with the pre-
vailing character and efficiency
of governance, Manipur will
never be able to get even close
to what Singapore has shown.

Very recently a very posi-
tive news emerged from a re-
search laboratory in California
that the Sun’s process of gen-
eration of energy can now be

followed on Earth as well – the
nuclear fusion. Another inter-
esting social news also emerged
from California – the richest
man, Elon Musk, was booed by
a huge gathering in the Twitter
Headquarters at San Francisco;
consequent upon his recent
acquisition of the Twitter, he has
removed quite a few employees.
While the scientific achieve-
ment is clearly to be celebrated,
the second social event also has
something to be admired. In
Manipur, the absence of any
scope for positive feelings for a
dependable livelihood for the
youths and the behaviour of a
few top political leaders to ex-
ploit the pitiable condition of
the youths for fractional and
factional mobilisation, such a
social behaviour would not
come forth while there could be

competition for subservience.
Compared to these unfold-

ing, the news on Manipur dur-
ing these few days relate to:

A. Singapore (read Imphal)
would have to move without
supply of water;

B. The wintry characteris-
tics are yet to touch Manipur
even by the second week of the
month of December;

C. The villages in the bor-
der areas oppose the establish-
ment of police outposts in their
areas;

D. The fishing community
in the Loktak say ‘No’ to any
intending step by the govern-
ment and charging the present
Chairman of the Loktak Devel-
opment Authority,
Moirangthem Asnikumar, as liar.

The last two items have a
lot to do with the prevailing

character and trust being com-
manded among the general
public by the existing govern-
ment. The villagers being
averse to the proposal to create
police outposts imply that the
present relationship of interde-
pendence between the govern-
ment and the public welfare are
very weak if not non-existent.
Instead of a stable and assured
livelihood, the villagers feel
that they would be marginal
losers because of the interven-
tion by the police personnel
instead of enhancing their
level of welfare. The develop-
ment principles too would say
the villagers as right – the
Marginal Benefit from the Po-
lice Outposts would be less
than the Marginal Costs borne
by the villages.

IT News
Imphal, Dec 15:

Due to circumstantial evi-
dences of question leakage of
the Mathematics subject held
yesterday in the examination
for Common Question Pre-
Board Exam, 2022 conducted
by the All Manipur
Recognised Private Schools’
Welfare Association Imphal,
examination for the said sub-
ject will be conducted again.

A statement by the asso-
ciation, said that besides con-
ducting re-examination of the

Mathematics subject, the as-
sociation is investigating to
find out those involved in the
leakage of the question paper
to take up action against them.

The pre board examination
for the HSLC exam of the
BOSEM has been conducting
in 13 centers and the exam
starts from 10.30 am. For ev-
ery examination question pa-
pers were made available to the
examination centers at 8 am.
However, the association
found the question paper of
the mathematics subject held
yesterday uploaded at mobile

phone.
The association said that

those trying to mislead the pre
board exam being conducted
by the All Manipur
Recognised Private Schools’
Welfare Association for im-
provement of the students will
not be spared.

Re-examination for the
mathematics subject will be
held on Monday, December 19,
2022 from 10.30 am at all the 13
centers, said a statement by P.
Romen Singh, Assistant Sec-
retary of the private schools’
body.
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More than just academics

[POCSO Act] MP HC Upholds Closure Of
Rights Of Accused To Cross-Examine

Prosecutrix Owing To Their Dilatory Tactics
By: Sanjeev Sirohi, Advocate,

Economic policy of Sardar PatelBhupendra Patel – The
man who is 18th CM of

Gujarat now

By: Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Bhupendra Patel fondly ad-
dressed as ‘Dada’ by his
supporterstook oath as the 18th
Chief Minister of Gujarat  for the
second consecutive time which was
attended by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in Gujarat and many other Top
leaders. Patel was administered the
oath as the 18th CM by Governor
Acharya Devvrat in Gandhinagar.
Bhupendra Patel had in 2017 won
the seat with a huge margin of 1.17

lakh votes and the BJP had announced that Patel will be given the top post
again after this election. Patel has credited Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for it and said the people of the state have rejected the anti-national elements
in the Assembly election. BJP has won Gujarat under the leadership of
Bhupendra Patel. Patel is a dedicated BJP party worker who rose through the
ranks of state politics from the municipality level. It was a surprise choice for
the top post when the BJP decided to implement a regime change, replacing
the entire ministry a year before the elections. Patel has managed to remain
away from the spotlight, shun controversy and, largely, get the work done –
in other words, prove the man the party wanted him to be in the run-up to the
elections. The BJP’s seventh consecutive Assembly poll win in Gujarat is its
biggest since the founding of this state in 1960. Patel scripted history by
winning the Ghatlodia constituency by a record margin of about 1,92,000
votes. Patel is known as BJP’s silent trouble-shooter in Gujarat who has his
unique way with the people that he can take everyone along. In just one year,
he has solved a lot of problems without any publicity.

Gujarat is the home state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and union
home minister Amit Shah and a big win in the state is what the BJP
expected.Modi has rightly said that  every person of Gujarat now has a
strong feeling of ownership in transforming the state. “Looking at the re-
markable progress over the last 20 years, the inner voice in every Gujarati
proudly proclaims ‘Aa Gujarat Mein Banavyuche’. The saffron party, which
has not lost a single Assembly election in the state since 1995, is all set for
a landslide victory and has been leading in 156 seats out of 182 Assembly
seats.   While it has been in power for the last 27 years, the party has never
won an election with such a massive mandate. While addressing a press
conference after the legislative party meeting, Patel said the implementa-
tion of promises made in the BJP’s poll manifesto, including the implemen-
tation of the Uniform Civil Code, will be the priority of his government.

Bhupendra Patel is, however, not a new face in politics and has served
as the Ahmedabad municipal councillor. Patel, who holds a diploma in civil
engineering, also served as the chairman of the Standing Committee of
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation and Ahmedabad Urban Development
Authority (AUDA).

The Patidars are a dominant caste in Gujarat, with a sizable control over
electoral votes and a stronghold over education, real estate, and coopera-
tive sectors.Before that, Patel was also the standing committee chairman
of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC), the largest urban local body
in Gujarat, between 2010 and 2015. He is also a trustee at Patidar organiza-
tions Sardar Dham and Vishwa Umiya Foundation. The Patidars are a domi-
nant caste in Gujarat with a sizeable control over the electoral votes. The
community also dominates the political economy with a stronghold over
education, realty and cooperative sectors.

The high points of Patel’s tenure included the Narmada waters reaching
the farthest end of Kutch, the signing up of a contract with Vedanta-
Foxconn for a prestigious semiconductor facility, Gujarat winning the bid
to host the National Games for the first time, and getting to host the De-
fence Expo — all seen as having the blessings of the Modi government at
the Centre. The party under Bhupendra Patel’s leadership won 156 seats
which secured a straight second term for Bhupendra Patel as the chief
minister. Further, criticised as ‘puppet CM’ by the opposition, Bhupendra
Patel broke the 2002 record of Narendra Modi in BJP’s historic win in Gujarat
Assembly Election 2022, Bhupendra Patel will be the best CM of Gujarat.

By: Er. Prabhat Kishore

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Iron
Man, has been the foremost among
the national heroes of India. In 1946,
in view of the possibility of getting
independence soon, 13 out of 15 pro-
vincial committees of the Congress
proposed the name of Sardar Patel for
the national president, so that he
could become the first Prime Minister
of independent India. But despite the
proposal of an invincible majority, this
could not happen due to the insis-
tence of Gandhi in favour of Nehru
and the country was deprived of a
strong and practical leadership. This
adversely affected the policies of the
nation in various domestic and for-
eign matters, for which we are suffer-
ing till date.

Sardar’s view towards the eco-
nomic affairs of the country was very
practical. It was full of humanity and
the need of the hour. More produc-
tion, equitable distribution, and fair
treatment of all the means of produc-
tion were the mainstays of his eco-
nomic policy. He made it clear that
achieving industrial dexterity and self-
reliance through progressive develop-
ment would be the first goal of the
nation, which would increase the pros-
perity of the common mass and en-
sure a high standard of living for them.
In a speech given in Kolkata on Janu-
ary 5, 1948, he stressed that before
nationalization of industries it is nec-
essary to first establish them properly
and such people cannot be patriots
who believe that workers should re-
duce production, but they should be
given more money.

Sardar Patel had realistic views on
the planning and economic policy of
India. He had emphasized on the co-
operation between the three stake-
holders, the government, the indus-
trialist and the workers, to counter the
economic sickness spreading in the
country. He was a staunch supporter
of the abolition of control and sup-
ported the government’s plan to de-

control food and clothing and provide
industrial relief. He was opposed to
the planning framework which went
beyond the country’s capacity and re-
sources. He wanted to organize the
country’s economy on the basis of
villages. He firmly believed that once
the facilities were provided to the vil-
lagers, they would take care of them-
selves and then their grain produc-
tion would increase much more than
we expected.

Patel was against instilling in the
people such hope which would never
be fulfilled. He was not against taking
foreign loans when needed, which
could be spent on production related
plans and industrialization. According
to Shri N. G. Ranga, in 1936, Rajaji and
Sardar Patel had rehearsed that
Jawaharlal’s socialism would create
problems for the social economy of
India, so he presided over the Con-
gress and opposed their campaign of
socialism from a favorable position.
As a result of which Nehru had to wait
till the year 1951 i.e. Sardar’s death
before launching his campaign
against the economy of the Indian
peasantry and the enterprise of its
people.

In a meeting of Chief Ministers and
heads of provincial Congress Commit-
tees, Patel clarified that the plan for
this country would be different from
that of industrialized countries, which
were either small in extent or highly
developed. Machine is not the com-
plete solution to the problem of this
country. Millions of useless hands
cannot get work from the machine,
because the machine itself displaces
man. He emphasized on the expansion
of cottage industries, but at the same
time called for rapid industrialization
in the country to generate sufficient
resources, so that the country does
not face a serious crisis.

Sardar Patel was accused by the
so-called socialists of being a friend
of the capitalists. He made it clear that
on the basis of Gandhiji’s teachings,
he behaves workers, industrialists,
princes, farmers and landlords in equal
measure and lovingly inspires them
to do the right thing. In the current
situation, he was against nationaliza-
tion. He said that it is necessary to
establish industry and increase pro-
duction in the country before
nationalisation. Socialism in England
has come there rightly by following
the path of industrialization. In India,
socialism in true sense lies in the de-
velopment of cottage industries,

which can provide employment to
crores of people. By making the spin-
ning wheel more ubiquitous, the con-
cept of Swadeshi can be developed
through Khadi.

Patel urged the traders not to im-
port foreign clothes and urged the citi-
zens not to wear it. In order to take a
step towards self-reliance, he wrote a
letter to the then Industries and Sup-
plies Minister Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mookherjee to manufacture the nec-
essary equipments and weapons for
the army in the country itself and his
idea was supported by the eminent
scientist S.S. Bhatnagar.  He was of
the clear opinion that the pharmaceu-
tical manufacturing industries in In-
dia should flourish and there should
be no excise duty applicable on inter-
provincial trade. He stressed the im-
portance of improving livestock and
increasing agricultural production in
the country.

Sardar Patel wanted to have a
good relation between industry and
labour, because the differences aris-
ing at that time could turn out to be a
severe blow to India’s industrial fu-
ture. He insisted on adopting the
policy of mediation to solve the prob-
lem prevailing between industry and
labour, as he had done earlier in
Ahmedabad. Although there was a
labour government in England and
they were far ahead in the field of in-
dustrialization, they were moving very
slowly towards nationalization. This
was likely to lead to industrial peace
and good conditions of production.
He was strongly against the strike and
criticized the organizers who resorted
to strikes merely to give importance
to their leadership & politics. A strike
stops production and less production
means promoting poverty. He inspired
those who wanted to break this end-
less cycle.

Patel tried to allay the apprehen-
sions of the industrialists regarding
nationalization and assured them that
since the industry is yet to be estab-
lished and expanded, the question of
nationalization does not arise. He ap-
pealed to the resourceful businessmen
to come forward and help the govern-
ment in improving the condition of the
poor and said that when there are
crores of people in the country who
are hungry, it is a sin to eat comfort-
ably twice a day.

Patel fixed a certain amount  for
the salary and allowances of the min-
isters and the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha and suggested to the Prime

Minister that there is no need to de-
ploy more than two security person-
nel apart from a few policemen to them
from the point of view of security. He
refused the demand for increase in the
allowance payable to the Governor of
Odisha. He praised those, who gave
up their luxuries to serve the country
as a minister or speaker.

In the meeting of the Standing
Committee of the Central Advisory
Council of Industries, Patel told that
there is a lot of foreign capital in the
country, but after independence it has
decreased significantly due to post-
World War II inflation, which has in-
creased the prices and taxes have be-
come high. He advised the Finance
Minister to re-evaluate the entire taxa-
tion according to the current situation
in the next budget.

Sardar Patel insisted that a com-
mittee of experts should be consti-
tuted, consisting of industrialists,
economists and representatives of the
government, who should be entrusted
with the task of implementing the
framework and policies laid down by
the government. The then Prime Min-
ister, Nehru, who had earlier decided
to create a separate ministry for social
and economic affairs, changed his
mind after hearing Sardar’s views and
agreed to set up a  board or special
advisory committee, which will moni-
tor the economic situation at every
step and submit its suggestions to the
government for consideration.

Sardar Patel’s advice on the eco-
nomic policies of the nation was not
followed after his death. India adopted
a so-called socialist framework, due
to which there were dire consequences
and the country had to pay a heavy
price. Communist Russia, which Nehru
regarded as the ideal state, had to face
unimaginable difficulties and eventu-
ally due to its disintegration, it had to
return to a free economy in mid-Ninety.

The liberal steps taken by the
Narsimha Rao government shortly
before the disintegration and eco-
nomic ruin of Soviet Russia confirms
Patel’s foregoing thought and realis-
tic approach. Nehru’s socialism had
brought the country to such a place
that the Congress Government at the
Center had to reverse the policies and
liberalize the economy, which was not
thought of forty years ago.

(The author is a technocrat &edu-
cationist. He holds Master in Engi-
neering from M.N. Regional Engi-
neering College, Allahabad/
Prayagraj)

While coming down heavily on
the accused for indulging in dilatory
tactics, the Gwalior Bench of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court has in
a most learned, laudable, landmark
and latest judgment titled Shadab
Ansari & Anr. v. State of Madhya
Pradesh in Miscellaneous Criminal
Case No. 47659 of 2022 that was pro-
nounced as recently as on Decem-
ber 12, 2022, the Gwalior Bench of
the Madhya Pradesh High Court has
upheld the decision of the Trial Court
to close the rights of the accused in
POCSO case nothing that they were
indulging in dilatory tactics to defer
the minor prosecutrix from testifying.
It must be mentioned here that while
convincingly rejecting the applica-
tion of the applicants/accused to
grant them one last opportunity to
cross-examine the prosecutrix, the
Single Judge Bench of Hon’ble Mr
Justice GS Ahluwalia after analyzing
everything observed that their behav-
ior before the lower court manifested
an oblique motive to defeat the pur-
pose of criminal trial. We thus see
that the Gwalior Bench has commend-
ably taken a zero tolerance approach
towards those who indulge in such

dilatory tactics and has made it clear
that it won’t relent in front of such
reprehensible tactics meant only to
delay the criminal trial!

At the very outset, this brief, bril-
liant, bold and balanced judgment
authored by a Single Judge Bench of
the Gwalior Bench of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court sets the ball in
motion by first and foremost putting
forth in para 1 that, “This application
under Section 482 of CrPC has been
filed against the order dated
23.10.2021 passed by Special Judge
(POCSO Act), District Bhind in ATR
No.41/2020, by which right of the
applicants to cross-examine the pros-
ecutrix has been closed.”

To put things in perspective, the
Bench then envisages in para 2 that,
“It is submitted by the counsel for
the applicant that on 16.09.2021 the
prosecutrix had appeared, but be-
cause of reference on account of
death of an Advocate, she could not
be examined. Thereafter, again she
appeared on 09.10.2021, but counsel
for the applicants was not ready to
cross-examine her. Accordingly, case
was adjourned with a stipulation that
in case, if the counsel for the appli-

cants does not cross-examine the
prosecutrix on the next date of hear-
ing, then the right of the applicant to
cross-examine her shall be closed.
Thereafter, it appears that on
23.10.2021 the prosecutrix appeared
and her examination-in-chief was
started at 12:00 PM. During record-
ing of examination-in-chief of the
prosecutrix, counsel for the appli-
cants was present and the examina-
tion-in-chief was concluded by 12:20
PM, but Shri Neeraj Shrivastava,
Advocate who was contesting the
case on behalf of the applicants did
not appear in spite of repeated in-
structions and associate counsel of
Shri Neeraj Shrivastava was repeat-
edly insisting that the cross-exami-
nation shall be done by Shri Neeraj
Shrivastava, Advocate only. At a later
stage, associate counsel of Shri
Neeraj Shrivastava once again ap-
peared before the Trial Court and
prayed for deferment of the cross-
examination. However, no reason for
the same was pointed out. Since the
counsel for the applicants was not
interested in cross-examining the
prosecutrix, therefore, the Court
closed the right of the applicants to

cross-examine the prosecutrix by ex-
ercising powers under Section 309 of
CrPC.”

On the one hand, the Bench then
discloses in para 3 that, “Challeng-
ing the order passed by the Court
below, it is submitted by the counsel
for the applicants that Shri Neeraj
Shrivastava had appeared before the
Trial Court at 16:20 on 23.10.2021 and
the closure of the rights of the appli-
cants to cross-examine the prosecu-
trix would cause irreparable loss to
them and, therefore, a last opportu-
nity may be granted to cross-exam-
ine the prosecutrix.”

On the contrary, the Bench then
reveals in para 4 that, “Per contra, the
application is vehemently opposed
by the counsel for the State. It is sub-
mitted that the prosecutrix is minor
and the applicants were trying to cre-
ate all sorts of hurdles, so that her
evidence may not be recorded. The
applicants cannot be permitted to hi-
jack the Court proceedings. When-
ever the prosecutrix appeared before
the Trial Court, every attempt was
made to avoid the recording of her
evidence.

By: Vijay GarG 

THE competition level among students
in schools and universities have reached a
level where students who score high grades
in academics are considered to be the ones
who will most likely have a successful ca-
reer in the future.

Additionally, with newer and competi-
tive subjects and streams in the educational
arena, the pressure of today’s young people
to succeed academically is immense. No
wonder, we find a school of thought which
believes that non-academic subjects should
be removed from the syllabus so that chil-
dren can concentrate wholly on academic

subjects. How practical is this?
De-stressing
The solution to the problem is in the problem itself. Academic subjects

may cause stress to students especially during examinations. Activities
like dance, drama, singing, cookery or physical education hardly cause any
stress. In fact, they provide relaxation and help students concentrate better
on academic subjects.

1 All-round development:
Learning non-academic subjects aids in cognitive development as well

as social behaviour. In short, it is important for the overall development of
children.

contd. on page 3

contd. on page 3
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2 Optional skills: Not all
students are academically
brilliant. However, this will
not be an issue if the student
has skills in other areas. For
example, a student does not
need an A grade in physics
or mathematics to be a suc-
cessful  singer,  wri ter or

painter.
3 Exploring hidden tal-

ents: Non-academic activities
is a way by which students
and teachers/parents under-
stand the child’s potential in
creative skills. By encourag-
ing students to engage in ex-
tra-curricular  activities,

More than just.....

This is against the concept
of Section 33 of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act, 2012 (in short
“POCSO Act”) which regulates
the procedure for examination
of a juvenile. Section 35 of the
POCSO Act provides that the
evidence of the child shall be
recorded within a period of 30
days of the Special Court tak-
ing cognizance of the offence
and reasons for delay, if any,
shall be recorded by the Ses-
sions Court and the Sessions
Court shall complete the trial as
far as possible within a period
of one year from the date of tak-
ing cognizance of the offence.
The accused cannot be permit-
ted to harass the minor pros-
ecutrix by adopting delaying
tactics. Unfortunately, in the
present case, even the counsel
for the applicants got himself
involved in delaying tactics.”

Most significantly, the
Bench then  minces no words

to make it indisputably clear in
para 7 that, “If the counsel for
the applicants was seeking ad-
journment on his own contrary
to their instructions, then either
they should have changed their
counsel or they have a right to
approach the Bar Council of
Madhya Pradesh for profes-
sional misconduct of their coun-
sel, but the minor prosecutrix
cannot be allowed to be ha-
rassed by the accused persons
by adopting such impermis-
sible tactics.”

Be it noted, the Bench ob-
serves in para 11 that, “This
Court in the case of Kuldeep
Singh Tomar vs. State of M.P.
passed in MCRC No. 5816/2018
by order dated 08/3/2018 has
held as under:-

“Thus, it is clear that day to
day proceedings in a Criminal
Trial is a Rule and adjournment
is an exception.””

Quite significantly, the
Bench while citing the relevant

case law points out in para 14
that, “The Supreme Court in the
case of Krishnan Vs.
Krishnaveni reported in (1997)
4 SCC 241 has held that the
object behind the criminal law
is to maintain law, public order,
stability as also peace and
progress in the society. The
object of the criminal trial is to
render public justice, to punish
the criminal and to see that the
trial is concluded expeditiously
before the memory of the wit-
ness fades out. The Court fur-
ther proceeded to state that the
recent trend is to delay the trial
and threaten the witness or to
win over the witness by prom-
ise or inducement and these
malpractices need to be
curbed.”

Most tellingly, the Bench
then while citing the most rel-
evant  case law states in para
15 that, “The Supreme Court in
the case of Swaran Singh Vs.
State of Punjab reported in

(2000) 5 SCC 668 has held as
under :

“36. … It has become more
or less a fashion to have a crimi-
nal case adjourned again and
again till the witness tires and
gives up. It is the game of un-
scrupulous lawyers to get ad-
journments for one excuse or
the other till a witness is won
over or is tired. Not only is a
witness threatened, he is ab-
ducted, he is maimed, he is
done away with, or even
bribed. There is no protection
for him. In adjourning the mat-
ter without any valid cause a
court unwittingly becomes
party to miscarriage of jus-
tice.””

Quite forthrightly, the
Bench then expounds in para
16 while citing the relevant
case law that, “The Supreme
Court in the case of Gurnaib
Singh Vs. State of Punjab re-
ported in (2013) 7 SCC 108 has
held as under:

“35. We have expressed
our anguish, agony and con-
cern about the manner in which
the trial has been conducted.
We hope and trust that the trial
courts shall keep in mind the
statutory provisions and the
interpretation placed by this
Court and not be guided by
their own thinking or should
not become mute spectators
when a trial is being conducted
by allowing the control to the
counsel for the parties. They
have their roles to perform.
They are required to monitor.
They cannot abandon their re-
sponsibility.  It should be
borne in mind that the whole
dispensation of criminal justice
at the ground level rests on
how a trial is conducted. It
needs no special emphasis to
state that dispensation of
criminal justice is not only a
concern of the Bench but has
to be the concern of the Bar.
The administration of justice

reflects its purity when the
Bench and the Bar perform
their duties with utmost sin-
cerity. An advocate cannot af-
ford to bring any kind of dis-
respect to fairness of trial by
taking recourse to subterfuges
for procrastinating the
same.””

Most forthrightly, the
Bench then unambiguously
holds in para 19 that, “Thus,
when the prayer for deferring
the cross-examination of a wit-
ness is made with an oblique
motive to defeat the basic pur-
poses of criminal trial, then if
the right of the accused is
closed for cross-examining
such a witness, then only the
accused or his counsel are re-
sponsible for creating such an
unwarranted and unpleasant
situation.”

It would be worthwhile to
mention that the Bench then
hastens to add in para 20 hold-
ing that, “Accordingly, look-

ing to the conduct of the appli-
cants and their counsel, this
Court is of the considered opin-
ion that no case is made out for
interfering in the matter.”   

Finally, the Bench then
concludes by holding in para
21 that, “The application fails
and is hereby dismissed.”

In conclusion, we thus see
clearly that the Gwalior Bench
of Madhya Pradesh High
Court has most commend-
ably upheld the closure of
rights  of co-accused to
cross-examine the prosecutrix
owing to their dilatory tac-
tics. Of course, the zero tol-
erance that has been dis-
played for adopting dilatory
tactics in this leading case 
must be always emulated in
similar such cases so that the
prosecutrix is saved from be-
ing unnecessarily harassed,
humiliated and harangued
which cannot be ever justi-
fied! No denying it!  

[POCSO Act] MP HC Upholds Closure Of Rights Of Accused....

schools can bring out their
hidden talents like athletes,
writers, chefs and actors as
well.

4 For health and spirit 
Characteristically, children
need playful and engaging ac-
tivities to keep them from get-
ting bored during class-time

when they are doing dry les-
sons full of academic knowl-
edge. When they have non-
academic subjects like sports,
cooking or some outside ac-
tivities, it would be a good dis-
traction and help in learning
academics  in a better manner.

 5 The fitness factor: With

the rise in junk food and tele-
vision watching generation,
non-academics like sports
help to keep students fit. This
helps to fight obesity and pre-
vent an unfit generation in the
future. Besides, children can
develop a correct sense of re-
sponsibility during competi-

tive sports. While taking part
in team. sports, children also
learn to co-operate and com-
promise which fosters a
strong team spirit needed for
future success.

6 Making children future-
ready: The dynamic nature of
the society in the future com-

pels us to re-think whether
only academic courses will
suffice our children to face
the challenges of an increas-
ingly uncertain world. So, the
realization that education is
important to develop heart,
mind and spirit is the need of
the hour.

Contd. from Page 2

Raksha Mantri approves
full reimbursement of

hospital treatment

PETA India’s Person of the
Year Is … Sonakshi Sinha!

Ukraine and Mexico emerge as most dangerous
countries for journalists in 2022

Maintain Status Quo on Border Row Till Court
Verdict: Union Home Minister

By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, Dec 15:

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday advised
the chief ministers of
Karnataka and Maharashtra,
to maintain status quo on bor-
der row between both the
states, till conclusion of peti-
tion pending in the Supreme
Court (SC).

Shah held a joint meeting
with Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde, Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and Karnataka CM
Basavaraj Bommai at Parlia-
ment House in New Delhi for
about 25 minutes.

Shah directed that a co-or-
dination panel comprising
three ministers from both sides

be set up to avoid untoward
incidents. This panel should
regularly hold meetings to
avoid any flare up from both
sides.

In the meeting, the issue of
a provocative message
tweeted by Bommai saying that
the Maharashtra will not re-
ceive even an inch of
Karnataka land also figured.
 However Bommai claimed that
his tweeter account was
hacked and he had not tweeted
any such message.

Bommai, in one of his pub-
lic meetings, had staked claim
over 40 odd villages in Sangli
and Solapur districts of
Maharashtra. Besides, the
Karnataka also recently re-
leased water from Bableshwar
dam into Tikondi lake located

in Jat taluka of Sangli without
any requisition from the
Maharashtra. In addition when
two Maharashtra Ministers
wanted to visit bordering
Belgaum, they were denied
permission under the pretext of
law and order,

After the meeting Shah
told media that “Both states
have agreed to form a commit-
tee headed by one senior IPS
officer regarding this matter so
that constitutional norms are
followed and law and order is
maintained in both states so
that outsiders and locals don’t
face any problem.”

“Some fake Twitter ac-
counts were opened in names
of political leaders (of both
states) to spread misinforma-
tion about the matter. FIRs will

be registered against such
Twitter accounts and people
involved will be exposed in
public,” Shah added.

I urge opposition parties
Maharashtra & Karnataka not
to politicise this issue. We
should wait for outcome of
the discussions of the com-
mittee formed to resolve this
issue and decision of Su-
preme Court. I am confident
that NCP, Congress and Shiv
Sena( Uddhav Thackeray
group), will cooperate,” Shah
said.

Fadnavis told media that
the meeting was held in cor-
dial atmosphere and both sides
agreed to maintain status quo
till such time the issue is re-
solved by the SC. Maharashtra
has not diluted its position and

the matter will be contested in
the court with full vigour, he
added.

In response to Bommai’s
purported statements, earlier
Fadnavis had stated that
Belgaum, Karwar, Nippani,
Bidar and other areas at
present in Karnataka will be
annexed to Maharashtra at any
cost since these are a majority
Marathi-speaking areas.

However Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut told media in
Mumbai, that if Bommai is
claiming that his official twit-
ter account was hacked, then
he should explain about the
video of his public meeting in
which he repeatedly said that
the Maharashtra will not be
given an inch of land from
Karnataka.

By a correspondent
Geneva, Dec 15:

Ukraine and Mexico emerge
as  the most dangerous coun-
tries for media work this year,
stated the Press Emblem Cam-
paign (PEC) in its annual report
published in Geneva on
Wednesday. Since January, 115
media workers have been killed
in 29 countries around the
world and the number of vic-
tims is increased by 45% com-
pared to last year (79 journo-
casualties).

“It is the highest number of
casualties since 2018 with a
brutal deterioration in Europe
due to the war in Ukraine. By
region, Latin America is ahead
with 39 journalists killed, fol-
lowed by Europe with 37 vic-
tims, then Asia 30, Africa 7 and
North America 2,” said PEC
president Blaise Lempen. He
strongly condemns these at-
tacks and calls for those re-

sponsible for these crimes to be
brought to justice as quickly as
possible.

Europe experienced the
worst deterioration in the safety
of journalists since the wars in
former Yugoslavia from 1992 to
1999. In Ukraine, it is very diffi-
cult to establish the exact cir-
cumstances of the deaths of
journalists in the absence of an
independent investigation. PEC
counted 34 victims (including
8 foreign nationals) since the
beginning of  24 February Rus-
sian invasion. At least 8 jour-
nalists were clearly killed in the
line of duty, 12 others on Rus-
sian shelling attacks or other
crimes and at least 14 as fight-
ers in the Ukrainian army (Kyiv 
institute of mass information).

After Ukraine, Mexico was
the most dangerous country
with 17 victims, the highest an-
nual death toll since at least the
beginning of the century in this
country. They were the target

of criminal gangs in a climate of
violence and impunity. At the
third place with 8 victims, Haiti
has experienced significant de-
terioration due to growing in-
security. Six deaths were re-
corded in Pakistan, 5 in the Phil-
ippines, 4 in Colombia and 4 in
India. Three victims were reg-
istered in the following coun-
tries : Bangladesh, Honduras,
Israël/Palestine, and Yemen.
Two deaths were recorded in
Brazil, Chad, Ecuador,
Myanmar, Somalia, Syria,
United States of America. Fi-
nally, one victim has been iden-
tified in the following countries
: Central African Republic,
Chile, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Guatemala, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Paraguay, Russia, Swe-
den, Turkey, and Vietnam.

As a positive note, there
was no casualties among jour-
nalists so far in Afghanistan in
2022 instead of 12 in 2021. How-
ever, many journalists were

obliged to flee the country. On
average more than 2 journalists
killed each week. In the last de-
cade (from 2013 to 2022), 1135
journalists were killed, or 113
per year, 2.2 per week, accord-
ing to figures from the PEC. It
hopes that the international
community will start in 2023 the
work for an international con-
vention to enhance the safety
of journalists. It would be a
great step forward to better
fight against impunity.

Pakistan and India continue
to be dangerous countries for
media professionals in the re-
cent past, reveals PEC’s south
Asia representative Nava
Thakuria. Last year Pakistan wit-
nessed the killing of  7 journal-
ists (6 for  India) and in 2020 
Pakistan lost  8 and India 15
media persons to assailants.
This year, Pakistan reported the
killing of  Sadaf Naeem, Arshad
Sharif, Muhammad Younis,
Iftikhar Ahmed, Hasnain Shah,

Murtaza Shar and Athar
Mateen. Naeem, a Pak television
reporter  was crushed to death
as she fell from a truck during
the political march of former pre-
mier Imran Khan. Another broad-
cast journalist Sharif, who re-
mained critical to Pak military
agencies, was shot dead in
Nairobi by Kenya police.

India witnessed the murder
of journalists Rohit Kumar
Biswal, Sudhir Saini, Juned
Khan Pathan and Subhash
Kumar Mahato. Three journal-
ists (Hashibur Rahaman Rubel,
Mohiuddin Sarker Nayeem
and Abdul Bari) were killed in
India’s eastern neighbour
Bangladesh, where Myanmar
lost photojournalist Aye Kyaw
and reporter Pu Tui Dim to the
relentless military atrocities.
India’s other neighbours
namely  Bhutan, Nepal,
Maldives and Sri Lanka did not
report any incident of journo-
murder during the year.

IT News
Imphal, Dec 15:

Raksha Mantri Rajnath
Singh, yesterday, approved the
policy of full reimbursement of
Hospital Stoppage Rolls (HSR)
charged for treatment taken in
Military/Armed Forces Hospitals
by the Ex-Servicemen Contribu-
tory Health Scheme (ECHS) ben-
eficiaries. Several representa-
tions regarding reimbursement of
HSR have been received by Min-
istry of Defence as there is an
anomaly between Military Hos-
pital and ECHS for medical treat-
ment by the beneficiaries.

As per the existing policy
under ECHS, HSR and any other
charges expended for treatment
in military hospitals are paid in
full by the ECHS member and are
not reimbursable. These hospi-

tals provide free treatment with
limitation to only ex-servicemen,
his/her spouse, children below
25 years of age and parents. The
dependent brothers/sisters, un-
married sisters and disabled chil-
dren were declared ineligible for
treatment and have to pay HSR
charges. However, under ECHS,
a primary beneficiary and his/her
dependents are eligible to get
cashless treatment.

Following the
RakshaMantri’s approval, the
existing policy has been amended
and now the HSR and any other
charges expended for treatment
in military hospitals will be paid
in full by the ECHS beneficiary,
which will be reimbursed. This is
a big move towards providing a
dignified treatment to the ex-ser-
vicemen and their dependents at
military hospitals.

Mumbai, Dec 15:

To celebrate her actions to
help spare the lives of animals
killed for fashion and her strong
advocacy for dogs and cats in
need, People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA)
India has named beloved
Bollywood star Sonakshi Sinha
its 2022 Person of the Year.

This year, Sinha appeared in
an eye-popping campaign
against leather for PETA India,
in which she brandished a bag
dripping with “blood” to raise
awareness of the more than 1.4
billion cows, sheep, goats, dogs,
cats, and other animals who are
killed in horrific ways each year
to be turned into leather acces-
sories no one needs. She ac-
tively encourages shoppers to
embrace animal- and Earth-
friendly vegan leather, such as
that made from pineapple leaves,
cork, fruit waste, and mush-
rooms, and her history of speak-
ing up for animals includes call-
ing for stronger animal protec-

tion legislation, starring in a pro-
adoption campaign to push for
Desi dogs’ rights on Interna-
tional Homeless Animals Day,
and penning a letter calling for
the rescue of an elephant
abused for rides near Jaipur.

“Exploited animals have a
hero in Sonakshi Sinha,” says
PETA India Vice President of Ce-
lebrity and Public Relations
Sachin Bangera. “Whether she is
inspiring vegan fashion, encour-
aging dog adoption from shelters,
or helping to fight crimes against
animals, PETA India recognises
Sonakshi for being an animal
rights powerhouse.”

Past recipients of PETA
India’s Person of the Year Award
include former Supreme Court
Justice KS Panicker
Radhakrishnan, cricketer Virat
Kohli, comedian Kapil Sharma;
and actors Alia Bhatt, John
Abraham, Anushka Sharma,
Sunny Leone, R Madhavan,
Jacqueline Fernandez, Hema
Malini, and Sonam Kapoor
Ahuja.
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Sports

World Cup 2022: France prepare to face Argentina in final showdown

Agency
Doha, Dec 15:

The World Cup final will
be a mouthwatering encoun-
ter between holders France
and two-time winners Argen-
tina.

France came through an
incredibly tough semi-final
against Morocco 24 hours af-
ter Argentina ended Croatia’s
dreams of glory.

Here, the PA news agency
looks back at the second semi-

final and forward to Sunday’s
showpiece.

France survived a major
scare before eventually see-
ing off a marvellous Morocco
side to seal their place in the
final.

Les Bleus – who could be-
come the first nation since the
revered Brazil side of 1962 to
retain the trophy – were
pushed all the way before se-
curing a hard-fought 2-0 win
to book a meeting with Lionel
Messi and company at Lusail
Stadium on Sunday night.

Theo Hernandez struck
early on but Morocco, the first
African semi-finalists in his-
tory, more than matched their
illustrious opponents.

Only a mixture of the post
and Hugo Lloris’ outstretched
glove prevented Jawad El
Yamiq from levelling with a
glorious overhead kick, one of

a host of chances for the un-
derdogs as the tie remained in
the balance.

Only substitute Randal
Kolo Muani’s first goal for
France, after a mazy run from
Kylian Mbappe, settled mat-
ters in the closing stages.

The build-up will un-
doubtedly centre around the
two superstars of the game.

Messi, at the age of 35, is
looking to win his first World
Cup at what – in all probability
– will be his last tournament.

His Paris St Germain team-
mate Mbappe, 12 years his
junior, will join an elite group
of players to have success-
fully defended the title should
France repeat their feat of
Russia 2018.

To add to the subplot,
Messi and Mbappe jointly
lead the race for the Golden
Boot with five goals apiece.

Messi has failed to score
in only one of his six starts,
although three goals have
come from the penalty spot.

Mbappe has drawn a
blank three times; once as a

63rd-minute substitute in the
defeat to Tunisia and also
others against England, in the
quarter-final and the semi-fi-
nal against Morocco.

Messi is set to make a

record 26th appearance at the
finals.

Tuesday’s semi-final at
the Lusail Stadium was his
25th, which matched the
record held by former Ger-

many midfielder Lothar
Matthaus.

French president Emmanuel
Macron was at the Al Bayt Sta-
dium to cheer on Les Bleus.

Afterwards, he tweeted:
“Thank you Blues. Now the
Cup!

“To our Moroccan friends.
Congratulations on this beau-
tiful journey. You are making
football history.”

Morocco, roared on by
their noisy fanbase who have
been one of the delights of the
tournament, still have third
place to play for.

They will take on Croatia
in the third/fourth place play-
off at the Khalifa International
Stadium on Saturday.

Croatia will compete in the
bronze medal match for the
second time. In 1998, at their
first World Cup, Croatia beat
the Netherlands 2-1.

Development Is Not Daydreaming....

Chief Minister launches Alternative Farming....

CM launches Chief Minister’s Menstrual.....

The border villages are in
fact marked by the general pov-
erty of connectivity, absence of
modern interventions for en-
hancing the quality of life, and
assurances of social interven-
tion for future better lives for
the children. While develop-
mental interventions are absent
but thinking of controlling
mechanism is not even demo-
cratic at the core; at most they
can go together but the latter
cannot precede.

Whatever the matter, we
must realise that the issues are
so interrelated: (a)The inabil-
ity to supply water to the city
of Singapore (read Imphal) has

a lot to do with the strength of
the rivers flowing in the state;
(b)the condition of the Loktak
and other water bodies have a
lot to do with the level of rain-
falls in the mountain areas of
Manipur; (c)the conditions of
the rivers and the lakes are not
unrelated issues; (d)the rain-
fall, water availability and wa-
ter levels have a lot to do with
what happens in the moun-
tains of Manipur; (e) what hap-
pens in the mountains of
Manipur have a lot to do with
what development path
Manipur is following, and so
on.

While the announcement

that water would not be sup-
plied to the public is easy to
be made, the question the gov-
ernment needs to answer is:
Did the issue arise all of sud-
den today and no prior infor-
mation was there? What about
the responsibility and ac-
countability of the government
in assuring the sustenance of
livelihood of the common
people in a democracy? Now
that the problem is there, is
there any indication that the
government has started apply-
ing it mind on the issue and
the interrelated dimensions to
evolve a long-term solution?
This is important to enable the

public to rationalise the cur-
rent restrictions.

Thinking about the Loktak
cannot happen without in-
volving the Fishing Commu-
nity, the entire population of
the state, and bringing in con-
siderations of the socio-eco-
nomic dynamics in the moun-
tain areas. But immediately af-
ter an Asian Development
Bank team left Imphal, the is-
sue has arisen that the villages
of the Fishing Community find
it difficult to trust the govern-
ment and even charges the
current Chairman of the Loktak
Development Authority,
Moirangthem Asnikumar, as

repeat liar; this news must have
already reached Bangkok.

In fine, becoming like
Singapore is not something
which can happen by shout-
ing from a microphone and ex-
ploiting some future-diffident
youths for social noises. It is
not even important. The most
important thing today is to
Make Manipur As Manipur.
This calls for application of
mind with full commitment,
appreciate the contextual di-
versity and relatedness, and
articulate relevant inclusive
policy. Further, policy cannot
be the product of a Single
Leader.

Horticulture and Soil Con-
servation Minister Letpao
Haokip stated that the State
had witnessed less production
in hill areas and as such the
Chief Minister had taken up
various initiatives to promote
horticulture products in hill
areas. The State has been de-
pending on other states for

various household products.
Proper plantation in hill region
can substitute our import for
necessary household prod-
ucts, he added.

He stressed the need to
grow high value products and
added that this could help in
enhancing the earning of the
people. He informed that train-

ing would be given in phase
manner for cultivation of high
value products. He appealed
to the farmers society to use
the distributed products suit-
ably and work sincerely to
make the State self-reliant.

Transport Minister
Khashim Vashum, MLA of
Ukhrul AC Ram Muivah, MLA

of Singhat AC Chinlunthang,
Chief Secretary Dr. Rajesh
Kumar and Additional Chief
Secretary P. Vaiphei, Deputy
Commissioners, representa-
tives of Farmer Producers
Societyalso attended the
programme.

The items distributed to
the farmers society were 1

Grass cutter, 10 spades, 2
Shovels, 2 Pick-Axe, 5 Rakes,
5 bundles of Cocopeat, 50
pieces of Plug-tray, 5 plastic
crates, 1 packet coriander, 3
packets of pea, 1 packet of
bean, 1  packet of
beans(long), 1 packet of Chia
seeds and 1 packet of Wax
Gourd.

Contd. from Page 1

He spoke on the benefits pro-
vides to the people through Chief
Minister-gi Hakshelgi Tengbang
(CMHT) and Ayushman Bharat
Scheme. He continued that the
people of Manipur have the habit
of ignoring health problems until
it becomes serious and fatal. As
such, the State Government had
started the Chief Minister’s
Health for All Scheme to ensure
early detection and early treat-
ment of diseases. Door to Door
visit by health staff and testing
are done under the scheme. So
far, more than 800 villages with
around 3.5 lakhs people had been
covered under the Scheme.

N. Biren mentioned that the
Government has constructed
Open Gyms in various places
considering the importance of
healthcare adding that Open
Gyms for remaining areas would
be developed soon. He further
spoke on the campaigns carried
out by the Government for pre-
serving the nature and mitigat-
ing the global warming.

Stating the role of women of
Manipur in shaping the society
and their achievements, the
Chief Minister informed that the
State Cabinet had taken the de-
cision to focus on women’s
power and showcase it to repre-
sentatives of G-20 Countries dur-

ing their visit in the state. He ap-
pealed to the public to support
the Government initiatives to
develop the State and make
Manipur a Model State in the
entire Country.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dr Sapam Ranjan, while
delivering his presidential
speech, congratulated the Health
Department Officials on receiv-
ing the best performance award
in Tele consultations category of
Health and Wellness Centers
(Small State) on Universal Health
Coverage Day 2022 held at
Varanasi recently. He added that
award is the result of the Chief
Minister’s initiatives and con-
cerned for healthcare sector. He
spoke on the recognition of Chief
Minister’s Health for All in vari-
ous platforms.

The Minister informed that
Chief Minister’s Menstrual Hy-
giene Scheme (CMMHS) will
cover all schools soon. Stating
on the benefits to be given by
Chief Minister’s Mitki Layeng
Scheme, he informed that the
State had set the target of cata-
ract surgery for 2022-23 as 3000
adding that the state has done
around 2850 surgery so far. He
also expressed hopefulness that
an eye bank will be launched in
the state soon.

During the programme, the
Chief Minister distributed 14
Advanced Life Support (ALS),
one each for     Kamjong District,
Tengnoupal District, Noney Dis-
trict, Pherzawl District, Thoubal
District, Bishnupur District,
Imphal East District, Imphal West
District, Ukhrul District, Senapati
District, Tamenglong District,
Churachandpur District, Chandel
District and one for Directorate
of Health central pool. He also
distributed kits for door-to-door
campaign for Chief Minister
Mitki Layeng Scheme and Na-
tional Tuberculosis Elimination
Program (NTEP).

The programme was at-
tended by Speaker, Manipur
Legislative Assembly Thokchom
Satyabrata Singh, Education
Minister Th. Basanta Kumar
Singh, Additional Chief Secretary
V. Vumlunmang, Director, Health
Services Dr Kh Sasheekumar
Mangang, State Mission Direc-
tor, NHM Dr. Somorjit
Ningombam, Doctors, Health
Staff, Teachers and Students
among others.

Later, Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh also inaugurated a Cow
(San) Mela in the afternoon at
Oinam Sagol Kangjeibung,
Bishnupur District.

Addressing the function, the

Chief Minister said that the mela
is part of the inauguration month
which is celebrated by the gov-
ernment. The Chief Minister
stated that the mela will be con-
ducted every six months and
identified cow owners will be
awarded with monetary prizes of
Rs.1,00,00, Rs.50,000 etc. and fur-
ther called against unnecessary
selling off of cows. He said the
mela will be conducted at differ-
ent districts.

The Chief Minister also said
that the DC has been instructed
to identify fields for cattle fodder
with proper consultation with the
MLAs, so that we can identify
fodder fields and playgrounds.
The major obstacle in rearing
cow today is because of lack of
fodder, the Chief Minister said be-
fore stressing that the main ob-
jective behind encouraging cow
rearing is to encourage natural
and organic farming in the State.

The Chief Minister elabo-
rated that today there is an in-
crease risks of developing can-
cer and other critical ailments in-
cluding diabetes etc. which was
unheard of in olden times be-
cause today people are consum-
ing vegetables laded with chemi-
cals. Under the supervision of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Minister Amit Shah,

this is an effort to encourage or-
ganic and natural farming by use
of cattle manure and other or-
ganic fertilizers.

We are also turning the
phumdis from Loktak Lake into
organic fertilizers, he said stating
that we are discouraging chemi-
cal fertilizers. We have also taken
a decision that instead of chemi-
cal fertilizer, we will initiate and
encourage use of nano-fertiliz-
ers, the Chief Minister added.

N. Biren Singh also said that
the government will acquire
drones for spraying nano-fertil-
izers to cover the entire State.
Stressing that we cannot survive
without the farmers, the Chief
Minister said that this is the main
reason behind the government’s
save agricultural land policy. We
are also putting efforts like en-
couraging double cropping, dis-
tribution of seeds, machineries
and building dams to ensure self
sufficient production in the State.

Minister for Agriculture Th.
Biswajit Singh, Minister for PWD
Govindas Konthoujam, Minister
for Education Th. Basantakumar
Singh, Minister for Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary Khashim
Vashum, MLA of Oinam AC
Irengbam Nalini Devi, officials of
various departments and others
were present during the mela.

Eat Right Walkathon
cum Mela set in motion

IT News
Pherzawl, Dec:

The Food Safety Adminis-
tration, Pherzawl under the
guidance of Food Safety &
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) observed Eat Right
Walkathon cum Mela along-
side the 6thDistrict Hill Lead-
ers’ Day & Meeyamgi Numitat
the DC Office Complex in
Pherzawl Headquarter. The
event began with a Walkathon
at 08:00 am from the Entry
Point of Pherzawl Village to
Forest Office Junction which
was flagged off by the DC in a
move to spread awareness on
healthy lifestyleto make the
right food choices as part of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

The mela was attended by
the Deputy Commissioner,
Haulianlal Guite, IAS: SP
A.Ghaneshyam Sharma; SDO
Tipaimukh I. Dinesh Kumar
and other DLOs joined by sev-

eral non-profit Organisations,
the public and school going
children.

Speaking on the occasion,
the DC urged alltoprepare
healthy meals at home which
can support immune system
and reduce the risk of
illnesses.He further stated that
to ensure safety & wellbeing,
the mela provides an opportu-
nity to learn about safe food and
healthy diets, including health
and nutrition benefits of food.

S. Surendro Singh, FSO,
Pherzawl presented the welcome
and key note address of the
event. He also gave awareness
of Common Food Adulteration
raising the importance of eating
food right and its concern on
food safety.

As part of the event, nine
stalls displaying organic prod-
ucts were opened. Also,painting
competitions was held for
school students in different cat-
egories.

Chongtham Bimola
Bashanta Award

Dalit School site inspected
IT News
Imphal, Dec 15:

President of the Dalit Devel-
opment Association Manipur,
Dr. TM. Rajen Ayangba today

inspected site for construction
of Manipur Dalit School at
Lamphelpat today. The Manipur
Dalit School is going to be set
up at all the district of the state,
said Rajen Ayangba.

IT News
Imphal, Dec 15:

Chongtham Bimola
Bashanta Award conferred on
to Prof. Nongmaithem Tombi
by the Leimarol Khorjeikol
(LEIKOL) Imphal in a function
held at Manipur Press Club
today.

The award handing over
function was attended by
MLA Sorokhaibam Rajen as
Chief Guest while

Kshtrimayum Subadini , Presi-
dent of LEIKOL presided over
the function. Nongmaithem
Kirankumar, Convenor
Manipur Language Advisory
Board attended as the guest
of Honour.

MLA Rajen lauded the
women writers of the state
and assured to put up the
matter for encouragement of
women writer during the up-
coming state assembly ses-
sion.


